Newsletter of the Fairbridge Canada Association

FAIRBRIDGE

Summer 2018

GAZETTE

Summer 2018

Two views of the Fairbridge Chapel clock in its original
Government Street location.
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Glen Dobson: President’s Message
Greetings! I hope you are all enjoying the summer.
As I mentioned in my last Gazette message, the BOD had gotten together to
discuss our options for a class action lawsuit to prompt recognition from the
Canadian government. The lawyer we met with, Adrian Wright advised
that if we wanted recognition, we should do a documentary. One of our BOD members is now in
discussion with a filmmaker to discuss this possible project. However, to date, we have not had any
response to our request for any Fairbridgians or children/grandchildren willing to tell their stories on
camera. If you are willing, please contact Christina at the phone or email listed below.
Due to very low numbers at our last reunion, we have decided to have an informal gathering versus a
formal reunion this September 22 at the Cowichan Suites in Cowichan. We have not planned
anything specific but will probably have dinner together and perhaps a site visit for those who want
to. If you have ideas of what you would like to see, please let one of us know. If you can attend,
please:
-Book your hotel room directly at 250-715-1000 toll free 1-800-663-7898
info@oceanfrontcowichanbay.com
-Let our secretary Christina Dobson know you plan to attend 250-612-8698
christina@sustainmentalhealth.com
Thanks, and I hope to see as many
Fairbridgians and next generation as possible
this September.
Glen
Right: the clock in the
Fairbridge Chapel.
Ron Smith in the Chapel Clock Tower.

Family Restoration Fund is still available.
£2 million in extra funding was announced July 7, 2017.
Contact the Child Migrants Trust for the application forms and more information.
https://www.childmigrantstrust.com/news/2017/7/8/family-restoration-fund-extended

FCA Fees of $30.00 per year
REMINDER: memberships are
due in January of each year.
Contact Ron Smith
FCA Treasurer, 4718 Fairbridge Drive,
Duncan, BC V9L 6N8
or email Pat Skidmore for a form:
patskidmore@shaw.ca

Fairbridge Canada Association Board 2017
President: Glen Dobson: kingdobber@me.com
Vice President: Dan Dobson: DDobson@canpar.com
Past President: Roddy Mackay: roddymc@comcast.net
Treasurer: Ron Smith: rgwsmiths@hotmail.com
Secretary: Christina Dobson: christina@sustainmentalhealth.com
Gazette Editor: Pat Skidmore: patskidmore@shaw.ca
International Liaison Officer: Christine McIver:
kitt1062@googlemail.com
Director: Roy Myhill: royhill2016@outlook.com
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September 28: National British Home Child Day in Canada

The official text of the approved federal Motion reads as follows: That, in the opinion of the House, the
government should recognize the contributions made by the over 100,000 British Home Children to Canadian
Society, their service to our armed forces throughout the twentieth century, the hardships and stigmas that many
of them endured, the importance of educating and reflecting upon the story of the British Home Children for
future generations by declaring September 28, every year, British Home Child Day in Canada.
Middlemore Emigration Homes in Birmingham.

Middlemore Emigration Home: 1929-1954

.

The Middlemore Home, Weoley Park Road, Selly Oak,
Birmingham, was demolished in 2004.

Middlemore Homes Children at the Prince of Wales Fairbridge Farm School on Vancouver Island, BC, September 1938.
Can anyone put any names to the faces?
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NOTE: this
building is
presently being
demolished:
July 2018

157 – 161 St. Luke’s Road in
Birmingham
The first home, for boys, was opened
in August, 1872, at 105 St Luke's
Road, in the Highgate area of
Birmingham. At the end of 1872, a
home for girls was opened a short
distance away at 36 Spring Street. A
third home followed at 94 Summer
Road. In around 1877, a large new
building for boys was opened at 157
St Luke's Road. This was later
enlarged to include a section for girls
and the other homes were then
closed. The expanded premises,
which occupied 157 to 161 St Luke's
Road, could accommodate 90 boys
and 60 girls, aged from 7 to 14.
From the website:
(http://www.childrenshomes.org.uk/BirminghamMiddlem
ore/)
(see also
http://www.formerchildrenshomes.org.uk/middlemore_em
igration_homes.html)

Rowena Lyon sent the following questions to consider. Can anyone fill in any of these blanks? :
• The social historical scene when they were children - their family background, day to day life on the Birmingham streets,
• Sir John Middlemore - did they meet him? …can they remember anything about him?
• The Middlemore Homes - life at the homes, how it differed from their previous life, what were they taught, how were
they dressed, daily routines, what staff were like, siblings, how they felt living there, how they felt about the future?
• The Journey to Canada - what possessions they took with them, family leaving parties, how they felt, memories of the trip
itself, how long it took, what happened when they got to Canada?
• Future Lives - the beginning of their new lives, what work they did, how they were treated, letters home, how their life
worked out, stigma of being a Home Child?
• Reflections - how do they feel today about their lives as Home Children, have they had a happy and fulfilling life, what
do they think about the emigration policy at the time, how has it affected them and their families?
Any personal stories, happy or sad, would be great to hear. Email Rowena at rowena@balsallheathhistory.co.uk
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The Chapel Society held its Annual General
Meeting on June 2nd at which time the Board
reviewed the work undertaken during the previous
twelve months and discussed undertaking a number
of projects during the coming year. We will be
posting the minutes from the meeting shortly on our
web site, www.fairbridgechapel.ca.
Once the weather improved we were able to get the
new grass growing at the front of the chapel and
also around the schoolhouse. In addition Erik
Henriksen spent a few days at the heritage site and
got the entire in-ground irrigation system operating.
A number of the sprinkler heads had been damaged
and thus had not been working for a few years.
Also, we purchased new planters and some flowers
for the front of the chapel.

projects we want to tackle this summer include
putting a new shake roof over the kiosk information
sign, removing the moss from the schoolhouse roof
and upgrading the washrooms.
With the new Societies Act of BC now in place we
were required to file information about our Society.
This was done prior to the AGM with additional
information, including our amended bylaws and the
Annual General Meeting minutes, to be filed
shortly.
Finally, we are upgrading the web site and have
included additional links, and will be adding some
photos of the work around the heritage site over the
past few years.
Ron Smith

Photos by Pat Skidmore

Photo sent in by Ron Smith

Fairbridge Chapel Spring 2018

Recently work has begun to clean up the basement
and put in the supply of firewood. Dr. Fred Swan
kindly split the maple and fir earlier in the spring
and half the wood is stacked in the furnace room
and the remainder will be stored in the main section
of the basement.

Summer 2018

The Society is also hoping to install a new concrete
sidewalk to both buildings later this year and will be
getting quotes for the job sometime in July. As we
have four more weddings booked—two in July and
one each in August and September—we have to
work around these very special events. Other
.
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Book Launch in Kitchener Ontario, British Home Children Reunion: July 22, 2018
You can pre-order Marjorie Her War Years on amazon.ca or indigo.ca.
Patricia Skidmore will be hosting a talk and slideshow on British Child
Migration to Canada at the following venues:
1) August 1, 2018: 7-8:30 pm for the Kelowna & District Genealogical Society
at the Kelowna Public Library, 1380 Ellis St., Kelowna, BC. V1Y 2A2
2) August 2, 2018: 6 – 7:30 pm at the Thompson-Nicola Regional District
Library, 100 - 465 Victoria Street, Kamloops, BC, V2C 2A9
3) August 4, 2018: 10am – 12 noon at the Savona Library, 60 Savona Street,
Savona, BC V0K 2J0, Canada
4) August 7, 2018: 12:30 - 2pm at the Cache Creek Library, 1025 Trans
Canada Hwy, Cache Creek, BC V0K 1H0
5) Mid October, 2018: Prince Rupert, Smithers and Terrace. Dates and
times TBA.

Fairbridge Alumni Bursary Society News
The 2018/2019 FABS Board is working on setting up the Fairbridge Farm School Bursary to enable
the offspring of former Fairbridgians to once apply for a bursary.
The Cowichan Senior Secondary School will continue to receive enough bursary money for one or
two bursaries.
There were two Bursaries given out by the Cowichan Senior Secondary School in June 2018.
Because of the large sum of money donated by Mollie Preece, the Fairbridge Canada Association
Board has voted to name one of the bursaries the “Mollie Preece” Bursary. This bursary will be
available to Fairbridge offspring. Mollie Preece was a child caregiver for years and she was also a
Practical Nurse. For this bursary, we will aim for a student going into the nursing, medical or
child-care professions.

Look for updates in the Fall Gazette.
2018/2019 FABS Board
Patricia Skidmore: President
Christina Dobson: Vice President
Tony Cartey: Treasurer
Directors:
Roberta Baril
Dan Dobson
Mollie Preece
Melody Dobson
was a “
Roddy Mackay
life saver.”

