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FroM THE PRESIDENT!
Your EXECUTIVE REPORTS PROGRESS ON TASKS FROM THE GENERAL !EETING

The Executive elected at the General Meeting during the reunion
was plven a4 strong sense on lssues members want resolved., Top on the
1ist was a call for petsonal files to be returned .

We're following up on this opne. Don Horton will call in on the
London office this winter while he's wisiting England. Also, you can
read elsewhere in the news that Erics Tassall brought the matter up for
us at the Society's AGM.

Another matter was the status of the Alumni Association which had
been incorporated provincislly but the mesbership had lapsed. Tom Bpeed
is working on the consfitution and checking into registration.

Fairbridge historical records, our memorabilia, was another concern.
Poggible sites now include the Horcth Cowichan museum, aF the provincial
suseum in Victoria. There's a lot of benefit to be gailned from locating
the films, plctures, pamphlecs and so on in oned central spot. AL preseant,
the memorabilia ts spread far and wide, but with one location it will be
possible for you to wisit and enjoy the materials.

The Executive, which has wet twice since the reunion, approved a
plaque for presentation to the Fairbridge Strata Soclety to thank them
for their hospitality--who will ever forget the lovely reception, tea, and
cakes? The plague will alsc provide a histerical record of our return
to the schocl.

Finally, let me say that 1'm pleased to be a member of this hard
working group and I'm most appreciative of their efforts to continue the
spirit of the Assoclation as expressed at the reunion. We are building oo
the excellent start made last August.

My best wishes to all of you.

John Cowansy = Pruesident



REUNION '83 RECAP

It would be an underscatement Jf we were only to say that the 1985 old
Fairbridgiars' Reurndon was a success.

It certainly was that, kit much, moch more a= well, Not anly was It & school
reunion, it was also @ comming together agein of long-separated Family
memlers.,

For each O1d Fafrirideian, the reunion provided so many individual and perscnal
ngironts of nostalgis and emotion that it s difficult te know where to stare
ard how to proceed with comments that would do full justice to the svent,

Glvicusly, the Registration/Wine and Cheese Farty provided anm excellent start.
Everyone was ningling, and perhaps a hundred different stories could be written
atout that specific aspect. Certainly the joy [and & few tesrs) were evident -
wish we could hove captured schme of thr comments on tape!

For some, perhaps the highlight was the secting of that special pal they had
often thought about, and the sudden instant flashbeck to shared experiences
of some 35 or 45 yesrs agp, For others, it cculd bave besn the emotional
experience of treading the same ground where they grew up, er seeing with some
sadness that old moss-covered cottage, or the familiar natursl beauty of the
surroundings.

Thee Lig old maple tree by "H" cottage is still there - sure wouldn't try
climbing 1t now, but at one time we could literally fly up and down that ald
trec. Knew exactly which branch to place our feet on for the fastest route.

Ferhaps the most lasting aspect of the reunion was the evidont spirit ard will
amungse the 0ld Falrtridodans to renew and support the ©.F, Association 20

that the lost threads of their beginnings st Prince of Wales Fairbridge Farm
School be gathered together and not left in a scatterad state, Obviously,

wer were a significant part of the history of Fairbridge and the Cowichan Vallaey.
The school and the new environment had a drarmatic dmpact on sur own personal
lives, and it became clear that we had an obligation to collect, record and
centralize whatever historical materiszl we could find,

As wa said earlier, the reunion provided individuzl and personal hichlighcs,
Zome that we observed and which we think worth mentioning (fin random order -
Jjust as they come to mind);

= the delight of the cottage smothers and staff and our delight
at seeing them;

= the wonderful , wonderful gesture of the current residents of the
former Falrbridge property who put on such a warm welcome and
splendid tea party for us;

= Ron Hancock and Bill Cockburn and their impromptu duet in the chapel-
very poignant;

-~ that old (former that is) girlfriend - po names, no pack drill;

= John Hardy's dissertation on "remember when" and Geordie White's
plaintive cry, "I wanna gae hame" when John mentioned cod liver
gil == it brovght the house down;

= nice to see Art and Marie Herrop from Fintry, and Mrs. Elizabeth
Beguin - a former Cottage Mother from Australia;

- how happy and radfant Nolly Harris was to see such & successful
"do", and how the ©ld Fairkridgians thanked her for her efforts,
Good job Molly - we are really indebted to you!

= Alf Lincoln's delightfoul movies of early Fairbridge = just
magnificent Alf, thank pou very much for such & vwivid look at cur
sarly history



= tooth warks on the back of the pews in the chapel « scens the
pews were Just the wrorg hedght for a (nemi:less) restless
youngster Lneeldng at prayer;

= the plaving field - forlern ncw, but ie brouglic back nemorios of
sports days, conkels, soccer; etc., eto;

- Mrs. Lapgtry and doughter, Eerry =  a hore away from home up the
tracks:

= all these old pictures - and the fact that none of vs has aged.
(Flace tocngue in chesk here),

= how tidy and nwat the cairn explaining Fairbridye was, A great
Job of painting and cleaning - much appreciation to Fred MNills,

delly has fecoived many, many phone ¢alls and letteors zayine how much the O.F's
enjoyed the reunion, and we thank you for those kind thoughts, We can gay truly
that it was & "labour of love" and we are very happy that the rgunion was
Sucdossfpl .

LIFT (F GLD FAIKVEITGIARE

Updated list of 0ld Falrtridgicns' pames and addresses will ke completed shortly,
ke plan to maintain thiF in & computerircd format =0 ag te feeilitato up=dating
and mailing processes. In thiz regard, don't forget to let us koow when/if

you change your address - we sure don't want to lose each other éyain now do we!

ANNUAL LCNPERSNIF FEES

You will recall that the Generel MNeeting passed a motion that Membership Fees
for the Uid Feirlridgians Association te struck st 510,00 per calendar year so
that we can proceed with the plans and direction siven to us at the General
Heeting c.g,, commwmorative book; personal records: centralire memorabilia etao,

The Annual Fee Is now due, and for thise of pou who have not yet paid, we ask
your kind and imsediate attention to semding in your paymest now,

(Please don't wait - do it now - OK! Otherwise it becewes a drag for you and
us If we have to keep bugging wou, - Thanks). Send fees to Molly Warris
address shown elsevhere in this issue. N.B, This fee is good until 31 December
1984.

Enclosed are my fees for the 0l¢ Fairbridgians Assoecjation For the calendar
ycar I9R4 - §10.00.

(please print)
NANE

Address
{include postal code)

Tel. Mo,
{inclade area code)




W WERE REPRESENTED AT THE LonDON AntwaL GENERAL MEETING
Former staff member Erica Tassell writes to Molly, October 13, 1983

that she went to the AGM of the Falrbridge Society in London, England
she says," and felt my special

T

October 12, "I have tried to go most years,'
responsibllity has been to remind them of their responsibilities to O.F.s
in Canada...Armed with your letter, 1 gave them an ldea of what you and
your cpmmittee had done organizing the list of sddresses, planning the
reantion, che resnfon icself; and the welcome from Fairbridge Strata. Thay
were all pleasad to hear how successful it had all been, and sent you the
good wilshes of the london committee now that you have got a proper OLld

Fairbridgians Assoclation going."
Erica reporte she brought up the matter of our files, and the ¢hairman,

Lady Dodds Parker herself will look into the matter. Thankyou Drica!l

CAROLS AT THE CHAPEL.,..The Bairbridge Strata Society plans to open the chapel
for carols this Christmas, and invites any Fairbridgians in the ares ro attend.
bBecember 17, at 7:30 pm. If you think the reunion wss an emotional event,

consider singing carcls in the Fairbridge chapel again!

FAIRBRIDGE GAYETTE REVISITED

The ldvcutive has taken the liberty of reviving tle name "Fairbridye Gazetta"
in hongur of the original publication and of the peoplo who nurtured it while
the Prince of Weles Fairbridge Parm School wa=s =still gelng strong. (Feriodically
We wiil pullish excerpts from the original Gazcottes for your intarest),

It Ji& intended that the Cazette be & useful means of communicatisn of information
and ideas batween all wembers of the Gld Fairbridgians Asscciation. As such,
members ate ipvited to contribute any articles they wish, whother questions,
opinions, genérsl lnterest items or just to stay in touch.

While we are on this topic of commpicaticn, would all readers plesse note that
ALL eorrespondence, whether for the Gazette or for the Association, should be

addressed to;

Krs, Molly Narris,
Corresponding Sccrotary,

0ld Fairbridgians Asscoclation,
2143 Willilam Stroce,
Vancouver, D.C.

V5L 252,



